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Heritage is a connection to our pa legacy of our cultural and natural history,

and an invaluable source of inspiration to pass on to future generations.

The Agency for Cultural Affairs’ Japan Heritage aims to promote our unique

cultural traditions, encourage use of our national cultural properties, and to

revitalize regional economies.

Japan's tangible and intangible cultural properties have been preserved through

narratives based on unique regional histories and traditions. D A I S E N G Y U B A I C H I
By recognizing these stories as Japan Heritage, the Agency plans to promote

these historical legacies and to provide comprehensive support so that this

heritage may be effectively preserved and maintained.

Japan’s Largest Livestock Market
Born of Jizo Bodhisattva Worship
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Jizo Bodhisattva is believed to have appeared long ago on the summit of Daisen in Tottori Prefecture. Beginning in the Heian period

(794-1185) the Daisenji Temple became a destination for Jizo worshippers who took their cows and horses there in order to ask for

divine protection for their livestock. This practice resulted in Daisen Gyuba Ichi, which, during the Edo period, was the largest

livestock market in Japan.
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The market that was born of the Jizo faith expanded into the largest cow and house market of the Meiji period (1868-1912).

Old-fashioned lodges and houses such as the farm village of Tokorogo line the stone-paved road to Daisen, reminding visitors of past

eras. There are traditional local foods like Daisenokowa sticky rice, and practices of the Shinto ritual, mohitori shinji, that utilize

Mt.Daisen’s water. The people of Daisen continue to live their daily lives in appreciation and respect for the mountain.
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DAISEN-JI AREA WALKING ROUTE MAP
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